Antigen sharing between Fasciola hepatica and human erythrocytes.
Several lyophilized bovine and ovine liver flukes (Fasciola hepatica) extracts were examined for the presence of blood group like antigens using an automated haemagglutination inhibition procedure. This sensitive method allowed the detection of A, B, H. Lea, Leb, P1, and Pk group specific substances. Their immunogenicity was confirmed in anti-Fasciola hyperimmunized rabbits. Immunofluorescent probes showed that these substances are located on cell membranes of the tegumental syncytium and caeca epithelium cells of the fluke. These data were discussed along with current concepts concerning, the origin, the consequences ant the biological significance of the occurrence of blood group like substances in parasites.